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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS
We wish to announce that the Philippine Academic Consortium for Latin American Studies (PACLAS) will hold its first international conference on Philippine-Latin American Relations in December 15-17, 2008, Manila to be hosted by the City Government of Manila and the University of the Philippines. The exact venue will be announced later. 
PACLAS, founded in 2002 and initiated by the Philippine’s Department of Foreign Affairs, is a consortium of major Philippine universities seeking to promote academic and cultural exchange and to expand studies on Philippine-Latin American relations in collaboration with Latin American consular offices in Manila and counterpart academic institutions in Latin America
The objectives of this conference are:
--to launch a formal and regular forum that brings together scholars on Philippine-Latin American relations and Latin American studies from the Philippines, Latin America and other parts of the globe, previously unacquainted with each other;

--to enable these scholars to share ideas and experiences from current researches and create a vehicle for continuing academic and cultural engagement; 

--to reiterate that the Philippines and Latin American countries have deep cultural and historical links, which constantly require new researches and studies;  thus new-found information and theories may be validated during such a conference;
--to enable scholars to promote discussion and dialogue with government and its local agencies, non-governmental organizations, students, and the general public; 
--to make Manila and its academic institutions one of the centers internationally of Philippine-Latin American studies.  
Call for papers

           We now welcome proposals for individual papers and panels. Proposals should include the title of the paper, an abstract of not more than 300 words, and the author’s name, institutional affiliation, country of origin, and mailing address.  Deadline of submission is May 15, 2008. 



The conference theme is as follows:





The Philippines and Latin America:
Past, Present and Future
While PACLAS as an academic consortium is generally geared to historical and cultural studies, we have broadened the theme to encourage wider participation to include other disciplines. We encourage however that papers take into account the historical and cultural contexts of questions and issues under consideration. We look forward to a multi-disciplinary engagement in this conference. 
Topics
Cross-cultural contacts and exchange
Manila: origins, heritage, urban development

The Manila-Acapulco galleons: trade relations and problems of navigation
 “Way-finding” (paglalayag): indigenous contributions to navigation
Economic changes, policies and daily subsistence

Governance, revolts and empowerment:  ancient, colonial and contemporary  
Heritage, development and demographic issues in the time of colonialism/globalization
Habitation and environment: continuities and disruptions

Science and technology, health and medicine since ancient times

Everyday life: traditions and social practices
Social relations and gender issues 
The old and the new in language, literature, music, architecture, arts and cinema  

Problems of historical research in Philippine-Latin American studies
Information and awareness of Philippine-Latin American studies in the school curricula, publications and the mass media

Special Panels on Comparative Studies of Philippine Cities 

(e.g. Manila, Quezon City, Iloilo) and Latin American Cities

using the above-mentioned  topics 
Registration

The registration fee, which includes conference documents plus lunch and refreshments, is US$ 150 for foreign participants and PhP 3,500.00 for local participants. Registration forms will be sent out with the Second Announcement in mid-2008.
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