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Cape Town, South Africa
Violent Crime has been established as one of the priority areas of research for the Human Sciences Research Council. The CEO, Dr. Olive Shisana has allocated seed funding for the development of a multi-year study of violent crime which draws on international experiences to increase our understanding of the problem, and to develop effective policy interventions. This concept note provides background to the proposed workshops, sets out the objectives, and outlines a proposed format for the workshop.

Objectives of the HSRC Study

The number of interstate wars between countries in the global South
 has declined over the last twenty years. The decline in wars has been accompanied by numerous important transitions from authoritarian rule to democratic governance, making democracy the norm rather than the exception. However, whilst war as the source of violence and insecurity in the global South has declined, violent crime has shown an alarming and steady increase in the newly democratized states, becoming a major source of insecurity.

This project investigates the relationship between violent crime and democratization in six countries of the global South: South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya in Africa, and Brazil Colombia, El Salvador. It is argued that violent crime has a significant impact, particularly in recently democratized societies, on the capacity of these countries to consolidate and deepen democratic forms of governance, social cohesion and citizenship. This project is intended to investigate the ways in which violent crime impedes processes of democratic consolidation as well as to analyse the manner in which states and civil society have responded to these challenges in countries in the global south with similar levels of violent crime, economic inequality, and complex urban-rural migrations that create widely divergent living environments for rich and poor in close geographical proximity to each other. Two main research questions will be explored:

1. How does violent crime impact on the consolidation of democracy, the legitimacy of the state, and the creation of socially cohesive communities? 

2. Within the resource constraints of countries in the global South, what forms of interventions might be appropriate and effective in order to create sustainable, safe and secure communities?
The Purpose of the Workshop
The workshop will bring together a team of expert researchers from South Africa, Colombia, El Salvador, Brazil, Kenya and Nigeria and will entail presentations and round table in-depth discussions of these case studies that are currently being commissioned by the HSRC. Selected representatives from relevant government departments in South Africa will be invited to attend the workshop. The workshop will also identify further relevant research questions, potential partnerships and strategies for the continuation of the research network and the project into new phases.
The workshop conclusions will be summarized in the form of a Policy Brief, and the research papers will be collated into an edited volume, which will make a much needed scholarly contribution to the emerging field of research on violent crime and democratization in the global South. 

� Africa, Central and Latin America, and most of Asia - collectively known as the Global South - face great challenges and offer real opportunities. Political, social, and economic upheaval are prevalent in many of these nations; at the same time, the populations of the global South and their emerging markets offer immense hopes for economic growth, investment, and cultural contribution. The global South includes nearly 157 of a total of 184 recognized states in the world, and many have less developed or severely limited resources. Unfortunately, the people of these nations also bear the brunt of some of the greatest challenges facing the international community in the next millennium: poverty, environmental degradation, human and civil rights abuses, ethnic and regional conflicts, mass displacements of refugees, hunger, and disease.
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